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Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter
WASHINGTON, March 12,1866
Extract from "Correspondence of the Republican"
"Few of your readers, I imagine, have seen Gen. Butler; but all are no doubt familiar with his character as illustrated by a career of political venality, of brutal tyranny, and of infamous and heartless spoliations. If there be any truth in physiognomy, any fidelity in portraitures of nature, never were these revolting traits more truly symbolized in any human type. With a face and countenance the stereotype of mendacious and shameless audacity, with form and name of the vulgar and swaggering bragadocio, clanking voice, unrelieved by a single tone of human kindness3 he seems the expression of all that is remorseless and hateful in human nature. The hideous tabernacle which envelops the man may do him injustice. We hope it does. We describe him merely as he was presented to our observation in the great forum of justice. We know him only in the light of history, and in the physical outlines for which he is equally distinguished."
From Admiral Farragut
48 East SQih Street, N. Y., March ZQth
To Asst. Sec. of Navy
MY DEAB SIB : I thank you for your kind letter of the 26th inst. and the valuable hints it contained. I agree with you in the opinion that no one could manage the New Orleans affair so well as Gen. Butler, and I feel assured that no one would do more justice than he would, as during our service we had no misunderstandings. I have always endeavored to do him justice, and he has never denied me the same; but I thought all cases of capture had actually gone before the courts in New Orleans, and I had requested Mr. Ames, of Washington, to look out for them as they come up to the Supreme Court. I feel somewhat embarrassed, therefore, as to how under the circumstances I could avail myself of Gen. Butler's aid, but as soon as the weather is a little more settled will endeavor to pay a short visit to Washington, and see what can be done on the subject. It has been a continual source of annoyance to me, as the officers and men, particularly the latter, who cannot comprehend the difficulties in the case appeal to me to know why they have not received some reward for their success in "breaking the barriers of the Mississippi, etc."